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London, 8th of May 2019.
(official translation of the Amharic original)

OPEN LETTER:
The Honourable Mr. Sajid Javid,
British Home Secretary, The Home Office, London

Sir,

The Ethiopians' Citizen Democratic Union was established in London in July 1975, with the purpose of bringing
about the transition of Ethiopia from dictatorial rule to that of democratic State of Right, and has been struggling
to that effect ever since. Our gratitude to the British State for allowing us to engage in this lawful and peaceful
struggle from their territory, is absolute; in so doing they have respected our most fundamental rights, and we the
membership shall always remember this with a great sense of indebtedness.

During this long period of struggle, we have been through some difficult straits. The reasons that pushed us to
write to you this open letter are numerous. Over the past years, some of our most active members residing in the
United Kingdom had experienced here varying degrees of harassment and persecution, ranging from minor but
constant administrative torments to more serious cases of dismissal from their wage earning jobs or even prevention
from further employment which lasted for up to 25 years. The respective members had on their own behalf
addressed their complaints in writing to their local area authorities in different times, and in the more serious
recent cases, to the then Work and Pensions Secretary, the honourable Sir Ian Duncan Smith, and the successive
Home Secretaries of the times, the honourable Mrs Theresa May, and the honourable Mrs Amber Rudd.

As for the Ethiopians' Citizen Democratic Union itself:

e when the bank account it held with the National Westminster Bank was suddenly closed under the absolutely
unbelievable and unjustifiable pretext that the bank had "lost the records for the account”;

* similarly, when letters and mail it was receiving through the Post Office Box it had rented from the Royal Mail
were starting to be unlawfully mislaid and lost, or unnecessarily returned to their senders;
the E.C.D.U., having lodged its complaints at different levels, and finding no satisfaction for any one of them,
resigned itself to relinquishing any of its claims, to avoid further inconveniencing the State that has in the first
place offered safe haven to its members. Instead, it resorted to using the new means of communication that is the
Internet. Sadly, our connections to this so-called “free” Internet were, here again, interrupted and hampered to a
point where the new medium ended up being as useless. The Internet Service Provider acknowledged instances
where signals were voluntarily obstructed, and that this was not of their doing; nevertheless those we can only
describe as hostile elements in the ISP or elsewhere were opening and shutting the channel as they judge fit, with
impunity. Thus, our website www.slttunhzb.net had remained non-updated for the past three years.

These acts have, in practice, trampled our basic human rights, and undermined international accords.

The E.C.D.U, had for so many years tried to settle these issues through verbal and written requests, only to
find that the taunts merely intensified to a point where further patience would only be construed as mere
credulousness, and further reticence as sheer recklessness, when its works were put in such grave danger. That is
why, in desperation and for lack of any listening ear, it has finally decided, with great humility, to address its
complaints to the British State with the hope that these persecutions will cease. As the matter concerns the
Ethiopian people in the first instance, and all the signatory States of the United Nations' Universal Declarations of
Human Rights in the second instance, we have decided to present our case in the form of an open letter, so that
all concerned receive it.

We are confident that your excellency will give due consideration to this matter in order that the long-standing
friendship and common interests between our two countries are not affected adversely.

Yours faithfully,

The Secretariat of the Provisional Executive Council, E.C.D.U.
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